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aside from the benefit to the individual, brought into closer contact 
with Museum activities by the quickened interest of personal rela- 
tionship and the fuller information the membership privileges yield. 

That these privileges are appreciated and the personal responsi- 
bility of aiding in the support of the Museum felt by many, is evi- 
denced by the gratifying number of renewed memberships, made at 
times at considerable individual sacrifice. It is perhaps unnecessary 
to say that the Museum would be very grateful for any effort made 
by the present membership in securing new members, a work in 
which many members, as well as the Museum staff, have already 
cooperated. 

During the last few months of the year, membership extension 
work was greatly lessened by the death in October of the Museum's 
very able membership solicitor, Mr. Albert Ellis. The activities of 
the department since than have been directed largely toward the 
collection of back dues, of which there was a deplorable number; and 
a new system of monthly statements has been inaugurated with 
satisfactory results. 

Several lectures and entertainments exclusively for members were 
given during the year, notably two lectures by Mr. Charles T. Car- 
ruth, a talk on textiles by Dr. Meyer-Riefstahl, and one on the 
tapestry exhibit by Mr. George Leland Hunter; and a number of 
entertainments in cooperation with other organizations, as Miss Lila 
Robeson's concert under the joint auspices of the Lecture-Recital 
Club and the Museum. At lectures open to the public the practise 
has been maintained of reserving front seats for members until five 
minutes before the lecture hour. This custom has also been followed 
at the Saturday afternoon children's entertainments, which it is 
hoped members' children will attend in increasing numbers. In this 
connection it may be added that helpful suggestions would be wel- 
comed as to the kind of story most effective in bringing the children 
to the Museum. The fundamental idea underlying the story-telling 
has been to make a definite Museum connection and illustrate main- 
ly by objects found in the Museum. 

About one hundred members have availed themselves of the privi- 
lege of securing guest tickets, which are now supplied only on re- 
quest and not issued with a new membership ticket as in previous 
years. Nearly five hundred student's tickets have been issued for the 
current scholastic year, and a number of additional subscribers to 
the Museum Bulletin have been secured. 

The Membership Department hopes sincerely that the close of the 
year 191 9, bringing probably more normal conditions of life, will see 
the Museum aided in its work by the large and enthusiastic mem- 
bership merited by its three years of public service. 
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